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REMARKS 



Claims 1 through 30 are in the application, with Claims 1, 21, and 30 having been 
amended. Claims 1 and 30 are the independent claims herein. No new matter has been added, 
(deration and further examination are respectfully requested. 



Recons 



Claim Reter-ii™™ ';" . ' .. 

plaints 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,732,180 ("Hale"). Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections are respectfully 
requested, 1 ....... 



rvi,,.:tid^^n t ;?L ■ ;....:p ( __ 0 jo 'January 24) '20.06 .J-Xt: V 



Claim 1 



Amended independent claim 1 describes a method for protecting an item of content 
comprising monitoring;a plurality of file spring networks to .identi.fy at least a first file sharing 
network having the item 9t^m^mm^M^^^^m K associated 
with th> rtem of content, creating a ,phirality e of decoy files, and. disseminating the decoy files to 
the first file sharing network. The first and second reference files each have a different format 
The plurality of decoy files includes a first set of decoy files created from the first reference file 
^^^d^mm^f^^^,,^^ Moreover, each of the ' 
decoy 41* includes a defect and embedded information to distinguish the decoy files from the 
item of content. ' »' • -J J — '•<•■ ander,>5 L.i .... .$u. ..s uiu,, t.uparcn'wU- ov*r '...a. >uwtu 
, ..v... aalv";. Reonaide. ,don a,,l wto.Jraw. .: of the refections are uvj WMy " 
|The art of record is not seen to disclose or to suggest the above features of amended 
independent claim 1. In particular, the art of record is not seen to disclose or to suggest adgesy 
fikthg mcludes ft def^f and e^bed^d fafhrmnto, m distinguish the degg, fljes from fee to 
of content. — 



u^mJm uiulm 1 desc.ibes/memo'.' ibr protecting an item o, L-. liM 
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Hale discloses a method to inhibit automated search engines from locating and retrieving 
propneymedia. Hale describes manuring decoy media havingfiles names, extensions and 
sizes mktchingthoseofproprietarymedia files. Adecoymedia file is stored in a media server 
database withaforeign key that links the decoy file to a media protection database to denote that 
adecoyexits for a particular media 8 ele. ti on. A user name database contains and tracks a list of 
vahd user account names corresponding to each media sharing network community and a user 
download database tracks the history of decoy media downloads between a third party and a 
client user name associated with a media sharing network. . Accordingly, decoy files are 
identfiedby comparing user names in theuser download database to external user, and through 
the use of foreign keys. Nowhere can Hale possibly be seen to identify a decoy file through the 
use of Embedded information within the decoy file; a : :. ; 5 



and em 



Accordingly, Hale is not seen to disclose or to suggest >d« B vffl aft t^- n ^ 
Mdded information to dis^ 

deficiencies*^^ 
seentodtsclosepr.tp suggest,^ 

distinguish the decoy files from the item of content. " " 

In view of me foregoing, amended independent claim 1 aud its related dependent claims 
are belibved to be in condition for allowance. _ .., v 

. ni.,. . .. ..'^uts'oi.'l.Vt-'eiUi tl.irt. > . : • 

• • - ~h!.,u ..v.ti, a media Sharing net ..ode. Accouiiagly, .decoy -M.. * . 



data fix m 



unauthorized 
format, 
file, and 



Claim 30 



.0: 



Amended independent claim 30 discloses a method for 



protecting an item of content 



the ftrt .gent itoSe** munaith01ized copyof thfe ito^&nten.wl,^ ^ ' 
living . plurality of ^ ^ , pIuraljty of ^ ^ ^ ^ 



1A 
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networi. Moreover, each of the decoy files has an unaltered first portion of the item of content 
and a second portion comprising one of the plurality of defects. 

[The art of record is not seen to disclose or to suggest the above features of amended 
independent claim 30. m particular, the art of record is not seen to disclose or to surest a decay 

flkkmm^ fi»t portion ^ to* nf rnnt .d 6 ^ soa ^ pn, 

of a plurality of defecfr 



h aome embodiment,. . decoy file may oomprUe an metered first portion of «n hem of 

oon to t ;M de S eeond I H,rtonoompri»n g oneof.plu ralily ofd rf ec B . Sine. meny peer-to-p^ 
*>ftwa* eUen* .Mow ueer, to preview content, having « ^ ^ „ ffico 

^^^^^^o^omytofi^oml^flu.t.d^^no.idenfifi.bl.bj 
onasntpiereview. Some embodiments of c.aun 3 Oma y di,eou ra g. l h.n S erfiom. tt .mpfi„ gt „ 
illegally procure an item of content. ftptel , ,. . , 

^ina^^m^mngthbSeofpro^ 

th, decoy ««« na™ 8 intent incindmg wbite noiae, degmded veraionf of 
P-prteiy medta. warninga of fit, iegal coneequencea of ahrtng copyright media, and 

fcatpop of , a, nf r n m m t n n , ^ ™ - ; r , 

~ to kc^or to y & ^ ^ ^r^i of a&tem of emit 

aiiowa, ^ ° f fore80in8, * I'STr* 30 ' 8 » * » —»« for 

- •'/• i..vU. .L t\ toj. • . ■ . 
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CONCLUSION 
rhe outstanding Office Action presents a number of characterizations regarding the 
■ references, some of which are not directly addressed by this response. Applicants do not 
necessarily agree with the characterizations and reserve the right to further discuss those 
characterizations. 

condition for -How*,* and Buoh action i. respectfully r«ra«te4 « the Examiner', earliest 



Amend,.^m •»„■» Reap*.....* to-Januwy 24;-20(iNon-ij:. 1 ^O:fe^'. /4 l i ' 
Respectfully submitted, 



Mv 19. 20Q< , 
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